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SUMMARY 

UNION OF COLOMBIAN WORKERS (UTC) AND COLOMBIAN WORKERS CONFEDERATION 
(CTC) HAVE PUBLICLY EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT LOPEZ ANALYSIS OP 
THE COLOMBIAN ECONOMIC SCENE AND OUTLINE OF NECESSARY ACTIONS, WHILE 
THE TREDE UNION CONPEDERATION OF COLOMBIAN WORKERS HAS SOME DOUBTS 
PARTICULARLY ABOUT THE ROLE OF THE TRIPARTITE COMMISSION. ALL THREE 
CONPEDERATIONS PRESENTED POSITION PAPERS AT THE PIRST REGULAR MEETING 
OP THE COMMISION ON SEPT 16, 1974. THE TONE OP THE CSTC DOCUMENT 
PROMPTED MINISTER OP LABOR CROVO TO CHASTISE THE ORGANIZATION FOR BEI 
NG 

DISRESPECTFUL TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ. THE UTC AND CTC HAVE PRESENTED UNIP 
lED 

VIEWS IN SEVERAL RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING NEED TO STRENGTHEN THE 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING PROCESS. PRIVATELY THE UTC AND CTC HAVE MISGIVI 
NGS 
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ABOUT THE TRIPARTITE COMMISSION, SUSPECTING THAT PRESIDENT LOPEZ WANT 
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A RUBBER-STAMP OPERATION, AND THAT THE GOC MIGHT INITIATE MEASURES 
WHICH WOULD INTEREERE WITH THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING PROCESS. 

CTC PRESIDENT MERCADO PARTICULARLY DOUBTS LOPEZ SINCERITY 
CONCERNING THE LATTER'S INTENTION TO BRING ABOUT REAL CHANGES IN 
THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURES OE COLOMBIA. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. ORGANIZED LABOR'S PUBLIC REACTION TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ ANALYSIS 

OE THE COLOMBIAN ECONOMIC SCENE AND GENERAL OUTLINE OE NECESSARY 
MEASURES SEPT 14, 1974 AT THE OPENING OE THE TRIPARTIE COM- 
MISSION (SEE REF) HAS BEEN GENERALLY FAVORABLE BUT WITH SOME 
RESERVATIONS. THE UNION OF COLOMBIAN WORKERS (UTC) AND THE 
COLOMBIAN WORKERS CONFEDERATION (CTC) ANNOUNCED TOTAL SUPPORT FOR 
LOPEZ ANNOUNCED INTENTION OF RESTORING REAL WAGES TO THE WORKING 
CLASS. HOWEVER, BOTH CONFEDERATIONS REACTED SOMEWHAT NEGATIVELY TO 
LOPEZ OFT-REPEATED REMARKS THAT ALL SECTORS WOULD HAVE TO MAKE 
SACRIFICES, CLAIMING THAT THE WORKING CLASS HAD ALREADY SACRIFICED 
MORE THAN ITS FAIR SHARE. THIS THEME WAS ALSO EXPRESSED BY THE TRADE 
UNION CONFEDERATION OF COLOMBIAN WORKERS (CSTC) WHICH CALLED FOR 
ACROSS THE BOARD WAGE INCREASES OF 50 PERCENT. 

2. ALL THREE CONFEDERATIONS PRESENTED DOCUMENTS AT THE FIRST FORMAL 
SESSION OF THE COMMISSION, SEPT 16. THE CSTC EXPRESSED DOUBTS 

ABOUT THE OBJECTIVES OF THE COMMISSION, AND STATED THAT ITS ATTEND ANC 
E 

AT FUTURE SESSIONS WOULD DEPEND ON THE DIRECTION THE COMMISSION GOES. 
WHILE THE CSTC PROPOSED SOME GENERAL INTIIATIVES, E.G., A GENERAL PRI 
CE 

FREEZE ON MANY CONSUMER PRODUCTS, RENTS, AND EDUCATION FEES, AND 
GOC ENCOURAGEMENT OF COOPERATIVES, THE CENTRAL STATED THAT IT HAD NOT 
HAD TIME TO PREPARE A MORE SPECIFIC POSITION, WHICH WOULD BE 
PRESENTED AT A LATER DATE. THE CSTC ALSO TOOK A SWIPE AT THE 
LEADERS OF THE UTC AND CTC AND DENOUNCED THE DIVISIVENESS IN THE 
LABOR MOVEMENT "FINANCED BY POWERFUL BUSINESSMEN AND NORTH 
AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS (READ AIFLD)". THE TONE OF THE DOCUMENT WAS 
CONSIDERED BY MINISTER OF LABOR DE CROVO TO BE SOMEWHAT HOSTILE 
TOWARDS PRESIDENT LOPEZ, WHICH PRLMPTE HER TO DEMAND MORE RESPECT 
FORM THE CONFEDERATION HENCEFORTH. 
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3. THE UTC AND CTC CONSULTED WITH EACH OTHER ON THEIR RESPECTIVE 
DOCUMENTS, AND PRESENTED UNIFIED VIEWS IN MANY RESPECTS. BOTH AGREED 
THAT THE COMMISSION SHOULD ESTABLISH GUIDELINES FOR WAGE INCREASES, 
BUT THAT WHERE A FACTORY OR INDUSTRY IS ORGANIZED, THE SPECIFIC AMOUN 
T 

OFWAGE INCREASES SHOULD BE LEFT TO THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
PROCESS. THEY THOUGHT THE COMMISSION SHOULD RECOMMEND MEASURES TO 
STIMULATE INDUSTRY-WIDE NEGOTIATIONS, A PROVISION ALREADY ESTABLISHED 
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IN THE COLOMBIAN LABOR CODE. BOTH AGREED THAT THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF 
PRICES SHOULD BE REORGANIZED TO BETTER ENFORCE PRICE CONTROLS AND 
ALSO TO INCLUDE A QUALITY CONTROL DIVISION TO PROTECT THE CONSUMER. 
EINALLY, THE TWO CENTRALS RECOMMENDED THE STIMULATION OE COOPERATIVES 
AND COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES IN BOTH URBAN AND RURAL AREAS. 

4. THE UTC PROPOSED THAT THE COMMISSION RECOMMEND VARYING CREDIT 
RATES BY REGION, AND WITH CERTAIN PERCENTAGES OF EXISTING CREDIT 
LINES AUTHORIZED EOR VARIOUS REGIONS, WITH THE GREATEST AMOUNT GOING 
TO THE MOST NEEDY AREAS OE THE COUNTRY. THE UTC CALLED FOR STATE 
INTERVENTION IN THE BANKING INDUSTRY TO CONTROL USURIOUS INTEREST 
RATES, AND TAX REEORM MEASURES WHICH WOULD STIMULATE INVESTMENTS 
IN INTERMEDIATE CITIES. 

5. THE CTC CALLED EOR THE CREATION OF A NATIONAL AGARIAN DEVELOP- 
MENT EUND EOR COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES AND CREDITS TO SMALL EAMRERS, 
EUNDED FROM SUBSIDIES NOWIEECEIVED BY THE TRANSPORT INDUSTRY. 

6. MOST OP THESE PROPOSALS ARE IN LINE WITH THEMES EXPRESSED BY 
LOPEZ DURING AND SINCE THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN OF LAST APRIL. THE 
COMMISSION WILL NOT RECONVENE EOR SEVERAL DAYS WHILE THE GOC STUDIES 
THE PROPOSALS AND THOSE OF THE BUSINESS SECTOR. 

7. UTC AND CTC LEADERX HAVE TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT THEY HAVE MISGIVING 
S 

ABOUT THE WORK OF THE TRIPARTITE COMMISSION, WHICH THEY BELIEVE LOPEZ 
EXPECTS TO BE A RUBBER-STAMP OPEATION. THEY DO NOT BELIEVE THEY CAN 
SUPPORT ANY MOVE BY LOPEZ WHICH INTERFERES WITH COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
SINCE TO DO SO WOULD DAMAGE THEIR OWN ROLE AS SPOKESMEN EOR THE 
WORKING CLASS. EOR THIS REASON, BOTH CONPEDERATIONS DENOUNCED LOPEZ 
ANNOUNCEMENT OP A MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE, EPFECTIVE JAN I, 1975 
(SEE REP) AS INOPPORTUNE. THE UTC EVEN WENT PURTHEER BY SUGGESTING TH 
AT 

LOPEZ ACTION MAY HAVE BEEN UNCONSTITUTIONAL, SINCE MINIMUM WAGES ARE 
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NORMALLY ESTABLISHED BY THE NATIONAL SALARY COUNCIL. PURTHERMORE, 
LEADERS OP BOTH ORGANIZATIONS ARE WARY OP PARTICIPATING IN AN INSTI- 
TUTION WHICH MAY RECOMMEND MEASURES UNFAVORABLE, AT LEAST IN THE SHOR 
T 

RUN, TO THE WORKING CLASS. FINALLY, AT LEAST PROM THE VIEWPOINT OP 
CTC PRESIDENT MERCADO, THE ENTIRE LABOR MOVEMENT IS HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS 
OP LOPEZ MOTIVES. APTER ALL, MERCADO TOLD THE EMBASSY, LOPEZ IS AN 
OLIGARCH IN SPITE OF ALL HIS ORATORY TO THE CONTRARY, AND THEREFORE 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY TO HAVE ANY REAL INTENTIONS OP BRINGING 
ABOUT PUNDAMENTAL CHANGES IN THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURES 
OP COLOMBIA. 

VAKY 
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